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That are within my 
CHARGE. 


Dearly beloved Friends ; 


OU are a numerous people, among ff 

| whom the Providence of God ( for 
the ſpace of five years laſt paſſed ) 

hath ſet me 10 preach the Goſpel of his Son. 
T have made it my buſineſs to intreat you itt 


Chrifts ftead, to be recontiled unto God ;; 
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To the Readers.” 
an unworthy one) and many of you remain 
yet ungathered, 

Two things in the curſe of my Miniſtry I 


| have very much dwelt upon, and in both I bave 


obſerved a great difficulty : One is to perſwade 
you to ſeek after 4, day life, and happi- 
neſs, out of your ſelves, in Jeſus Chriſt ; The 
other, that whatever you are in your ſelves, 
there you may find it ;, the Goſpel freely ten- 
dering the greateſt ſinners a gracious Saviour, 
and the emptiel(t ſoul a full Chriſt. 

And becauſe a continued diſcourſe ( in 
which theſe truths have been delivered unto 
you ) might not poſſibly with eaſe enongh get in- 
20 ſome mens underſtandings, and might with 
200 much ſlip out of moſt mens memories, 1 have 
drawn them mtoa plain, ſhort, and familiar 
way; to provide againſt both, 

- You may not think that TI leave this paper 
with, and commend 1t to you, as containing all 
that you ought, but as informing yon of what 
you firſt and principally muſt know of the My- 
ftery of Salvation by Feſus Chriſt, And that 
it may do your fouls good ( which 1s all the de- 
fien it bath upon you ) TI ſhall, with it, com- 
mend unto you theſe few Direttions. 

1» Layup the anſwer to every queſtion in 
your memories, that you may have ( at leaſt 
the ſpeculation”) of every truth contained in 
it. 2. Turn 


To the Readers: 


2. Turn to every text of Scripthre that 1s 
quoted, and ſee how 1t proves that for which it 
is brought. 

3. Get (if poſſibly you can) by heart, as well 
the Scriptures as the Anſwers, that theſe 
truths appearing to be the truths of Feſus 

Chriſt, they may come 1n with a dtvine autho- 
rity wy your ſo ſd uls ; which ſhall be the daily 
prayer of 3 


Your Servant 


in the Work of the 
GOSPEL, 


EB. 
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THE 


| Door Open for Sinners, 


AND THE 


Duty of Saints 


Jeſus Chat. 


Anſw. a God ; who is ban Eternal, 
c Infinite, 4 Immutable, e Omnipotent, 


H O made the World, 
and all Creatures 1n 


f Independent, g Holy, bh Wiſe, 5 Juſt, 


k Gracious, / Spiritual mz Being ; Diſtin- 
guiſhed into z Father, o Son and p Holy 
A 3 Gholt, 


hot » io ot + = —ults Orbit gy <a 0.4 24.4 
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Ghoſt, q each of which is with the other 
equally God. [ aGen. 1.1. AFR. 17.24. 
b P/al. go.2. 1 Tim. 1.17, cFob 11. 7, 
8,9. Pſal. 139. 7. QC. YJer. 23. 23, 24 
d Pſal. 102, 27. Mal,3.6. Fam. 1.17. 
e Exod. 6. 3. Job 42.2. Pſal. 115, 3. ., 
f Exod. 3. 14. g Pſal.5. 445. Iſa.6. 3. 
Hab.'1. 13. h1 Tm. 1.17. Pſal. 104. 
245-00; 4 13. 1.390-234- 105 It, it. ' 
Pſal. 148. 17- Kk Exod. 34. 6, 7. Pſal, 
145. 8,9. 1 Joh. 4. 24. m Exod, 3. 14. 
'N Eph. 1.3. OFJob. 3.16. Þ Luke 11. 13. 
q ah tf 3. Rom. 9.5. Att.5.3, 4+ 1 70b. 
"7. 
; Q. Which were the moſt excellent of all the 
Creatures that God maat ? 
Anj. Angels and Men. 
Q. IWherein aid the excellency of Man con- 
fiſt ? T 
A. Mans excellency was 1n this, that 
God created him after his own r Image, 

x which conſiſted eſpecially in his Original 
{ righteouſneſs and holineſs, and rendred 
him capzble of ſerving and enjoying God. 

[7 Ger, 1.26, { Epheſ. 4. 24.7] 
 Q. Was eternal bappineſs due unto man 1 

: bis created condition, for that righteouſneſs \ 

bi: and holineſs which God endowed bim with= {| 


" } 
A, No 


SS wn pu ww 
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A. No otherwiſe then as God had en- 
gaged himſelf by Covenant to give it him, 
1n cale he obeyed the contents of that Co- 
nant, as he threatned him with death in 
caſe of c Rebellion. Lt Gen. 2. 179.,] - 

Q. What were the contents of that Cove- 
nant £ 


A. T hat the Law, which God then gave 


Man, ſhould be perteCtly obeyed. 


Q. What Law was that ? . 

A. It was the ſumm of thoſe ten Com- 
mandments which God afterward repeat- 
ed to the Fews; ſothat, though in fewer 
words, and with leſs noiſe, Adam had as 
full a charge in the # Garden as Iſrael had 
from Mount * S:nai. [_u Gen.2.17. * Exod. 
20. I, Ay GC. ] 

Q. Did God covenant with all mankindin * 
covenanting with Adam ? 

A. Yes, for we were all in him, Legally, 
as in our repreſentative ; and Naturally, 
as 11 our common root. 

' Q. Did we keep this Covenant that God 
ÞY- with us, Or aid we break it ? 

A. We did x break it almoſt asy ſoon 


 asweentred into it. [7 x Gen. 3.6. Eccleſ. 


9: 27. y Pſal. 49. 12. ] 
Q. What caſe are we in by reaſon of this 


breach, 
A, We 


= 
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A. We are all z ſinners, and ſo ſubject 
to all that fin deſerves, the 4 Curſe of the 
Law, theb Wrath of God, and c Eternal 
damnation. [. z Rom. 3.9, 10. &c. Rom. 
5+ 12. a Gal.z. 10. Þ Eph.2. 3. C Rom. 6. 
23. |] | 

Q. What way is there now for you ( as the 
caſe now ſtands ) to be delivered from all this, 
and tobe brought into a condition of Grace and 
life ? 

4 I muſt believe in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and I ſhall be ſaved, AZ. 16. 31. 

Q. Are you ſure that if you. believe, you 
ſhall be ſaved '? 

A. lam ſure of it ; foraſmuch as the 
Goſpel 4 all along holds out Salvation by 
Chriſt in a way ot believing. [_ 4 Fohn 3. 


14, 16, As 13.39. Rom .3, 28. ] 


Q. What 1s ut to believe 2, 
*- A. To believe, ise to receive, and ac- 
cept of Jeſus Chriſt, as he is f Freely ten- 
dred in the Goſpel g to finnefs, and to 
b truſt in him only for Life and Salvati- 
on. [e 7John1.11,12. FJoh.5.43. Col.2. 
6. 1 Fohn5.12. flſa.55. 1. John 3.14. 
Apoc. 22.17. 8 Mar, 2.17. bh Pſalm 2. 
12. Eph.1. 13. ] 

Q. But have you any ground to think that 
Chriſt doth belong unto you ? 

A. The 
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A. The Goſpel doth not any where ſay 
the contrary, and it offers Chriſt -ndef,. 
nitely to z all that are within the ſound of 
it, and conſequently to me alſo. [i Mar. 
16.15. 1ſa.5y.1. Apoc. 22. 17. ] 

Q.: But are you ſufficiently prepared, and 
day qualified to recetve Chriſt ? 

. I know my ſelf to be a k ſinner, and 
Ina * loſt condition, and I ſee nothing to 
the contrary in the Goſpel, but that this 
is enough. [ k Marka. 17: I Luke 19. 10. 
11m. 1.15. ] 
 Q, Do you think that Chriſt is rendered 


+ #n the Goſpel to Sinners, as Sinners ? 


A. I do think ſo, and hope upon ſuſh- 
cient grounds. 

Q. What grounds I pray you ? 

A. Under that notion is Chriſt tende- 
red to me in the Goſpel, under which L 
have #2 need of him ; now I have need of 
Chriſt meerly as a ſinner; I have need of a 
2 Saviour as loſt, of a o Phyſi tian as lick, 
of a p Fountain opened 3s unclean, of 

q Life, as dead in Treſpaſſes and fins, 
Fo Heb. 7.25. Mar. 2,17. #n Luke 19. 
IO. o Mar. 2. [7 Ke 9p 13.1. q Fob 
14-6. 1 7obn 5.12. Eph. 2,1,7 

Q: What ot "ul grows have you, ? 


A. Chriſt 


— 
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A. Chriſt muſt be offered unto me, ei- 
- ther as a ſinner, or as righteous, or as 
a middle perſon between both : Now 
{ſuch middle perſons there are none ; 
the righteous have Chriſt already, how 


came they elſe to be righteous ? It re- 
mains then, that Jeſus Chriſt is offered to 
© me as a inner. 

Q. 1e*s poſſible it may be neither ſo, nor 
ſo; for do you not find in the Goſpel, that 
Chriſt is tendered to ſinners ſo a ſo quali- 
fied, diſpoſed, and fitted to recetve him ? 

A. Chriſt doth not find ſinners fit, but 
makes them ſo, and I find no previous diſ- 
politions or preparations required in the 
Goſpel, which I muſt neceſſarily have 
* wrought in me, before I may lay hold up- 
on Chriſt as mine. 

Q; Muſt you not be humbled for your ſin be= 
fore you may believe ? 

A. 1. I may be humbled to a great de- 
gree of Humiliation, and yet never come 
to believe at all r. | 

2. Such ſinners as have been humbled, 
and afterwards have believed, were not 
entertained of Chriſt, becauſe humbled, 
but becauſe ſinners. For, 

3. Some Sinners have been entertained 


we 


. by Chriſt, of whoſe being humbled before 


the Duty of Saints to Teſus Chriſt. 153 
we hear nothing in the Goſpel, but much 
to periwade us. to the contrary 5, but in 
coming they were. 

4. Hamiliation ( or what ever elſe I 
am capable of) before believing, is t a ſin : 

[ r Mat. 27.445. 1 At59.3,4,5, 6. Ats 

26.13, 14, &c. As 16,14. TO Titns 1. 

15. 

Q. But 1s not thirſting after Chriſt neceſſa- 

' ruly pre-required ? uſt not a ſinner * thirſt 
before he come? [| * Iſa. 55.1. - Apoc. 22. 
17. | 

A. Thoſe Scriptures, where ſuch as 

thirſt are invited, are not to be expound- 

ed of thirſting for Chriſt, but of thirſting 
for happineſs, without pitching upon Je- 
ſus Chriſt for it ; and ſo they are direCtt- 
ons whither ſuch as thirſt ſhould come, 
not limitations, that none ſhall come 
but ſuch as thirſt. 

Q. What reaſon can you give of this Ex- + 
poſition, that it was not a thirſtins for 
Chriſt ? 

A. There is reaſon encugh in the text 
it ſelf, ( 7ſa. 55.1, 2.) they thirſted for 
happineſs in that which they laid out and 
| Jabovred for, which was not Chriſt, for 
| . he1s bread, and doth fſatisfie. Xf 

Q. But after whatever the thirfting ve, is it 
| | not 


_ 
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not & condition upon which Chriſt is tendered # 

A. By no means ; for that Chriſt ſhould 
be tendered upon any conditionatall, is 
not ſo ſuitable to the Free-Grace of God, 
who « loves us freely x,gives us Chriſt free- 
ly,y ſaves us freely. [| u Rom. 9.11. x Foh. 
3. 16. y Rom. 6.23. Eph. 2.8. Tit. 3.5. 

Q. But. however may not thirſting be looke 
upon as a neceſſary diſpoſition, - without which 
a ſmner ought not to believe, or tolay bold up- 
on Chriſt as ts? 

A. If it ſhould be lookt upon as ſuch a 
diſpoſition, there would follow divers 


abſurdiries. 
 Q. What abſurdities would follow ? 


A. It would follow that there be ſome - 


univerſal commands of God which ſome 
men ought not to obey ; for that ſinners 
fhoold believe is an z univerſal a command 
of Gad. [ z Mar.i6.15. a 1 John 3.23.7] 

_ Q. What too? 

A. It would follow, that (at leaſt Yin 
ſome men that hear the Goſpel, unbelief 
is no fin, contrary to Foh. 3. 19. At. 
23. 37. John 5. 40. ] 

Q. What abſurdity elſe would follow ? 

A. It would :lfo foliow, that to fome 
men (to whom Chriſt 1s tendered) to 
believe is not duty, or 2f it be, they may 

Lake 


| £ 


o, 
2 
: 


take time to - Ion it. we 

. But [uppoſe a ſinner not thirſting ought 
| 70 Tong Los hin ſuch a A ſpofts- 
| on without which he cannot believe? 
= A, No, God can and 6 many times doth 
| give in Faith ang Chriſt without ſuch a 
'» | pre-diſpoling ot the ſinner. [_b //a. 65. 1. 
ft ' Rom, 10. 20. ] | 


h Q. Have you any examples of it in the Go- 
p- ſpel ? S 
A. Yes, the example of c datthew, d 
K Zacheuzr, e Paul, f Lyatia, the [tory of whoſe 
IS converſion 1s ſo ſet down, that we have a 
warrant to conclude that their faith in 
Chriſt was preceded by their thirſting af- 
me * | * ter him. [| c Luake5. 27,28. d Luke 19.5, 
me | 6,10. e At59.3,4 17m, 1. 13,14, 
31ers 15,16, f As16. 14. 


and | Q. Is it your opinion then that Chriſt is ten- 
.J | ered to an empty ſoul ? 
A. Yes, to an empty Soul, as to any 


Jun | thing that 1s good, and this plainly held 
clief | out inthe Goſpel g which declareth all our 
Mats | good to come in with þ Chriſt, who isa s 


| full Chriſt,that he may ſupply kus. [g 1/a. 


) to | 2.10. K Fobn 1. 16. | 
may Q. Do you thinkthat any ſinner ( ſuppoſe 4 
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$5.1,2. Apoc. 3.17,18. hEph.1.3. Fohn 
{OMe | 15-5. 1 Fohn5.11,12.1Cd.r. 1g. Col. 
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notorious whoremonger, drunkard, Cc, ) when 
Chriſt is preached to him, ought to believe,and 
to lay hold upon him ? 

A. Yes, and if ſuch aone do not believe, 
it is his (in. | 

Q. How do you prove that ? 

A. I prove it by theſe arguments » 

x. Chriſt is tendered to the / greateſt of 
ſinners, yea, even to m2 thoſe that with 
wicked hand did crucife and lay him. 
Cl1 Tim. 1.15. mATs3. 15, 25, 26.7] 

2. When Chrilt is tendered,the charge 
is to receive him z preſently. [_ n Pal. 2. 
10, 12. Pſal.95. 7. Heb. 3.7, 15. Heb. 
4.7, IT- 4 | 

3. Whatever may be a reaſon why a 
great ſinner ſhonld lay hold on Chriſt at 
all, the ſame is a reaſon why he ſhould do 
it preſently. 

Q. Have ſuch ſinners any encouragement s 
from the Goſpel to come to Chriſt ? | 

A. Yes,very many,and very ſweet ones. 

' Q. Can you grve me an account what thoſe 
many and ſweet encouragments are ? 

A. This is one, that iuch great and no- 
torious ſinners have been graciouſly enter- 

ined of Chriſt heretofore, as Zacheus, 

Paul, Magdalen, '."« 
_ Q. What ts a ſecond encouragement ? 
A. T hat 


| 
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A. That ſuch and others = indefinitely 
are ſtil] invited to come unto Chriſt, and- 
many arguments are uſed to make the in- 
vitation take. [ n 7/4. 55. 1. Apoc, 22; 
I 7. 

>. What arguments are they ? 

A. That they ſhall find o Reſt unto their 
Souls, they {hall have p Pardon, q Peace, 
r Eternal Happineſs, / no condemnation. 
And that until they. do come to Chriſt, 
they are tr dead, and the wrath of God a- 
bides upori them. [. o Mar. 11. 28, 29: 
p Ats 13. 39. Eph.1.7. q Eph. 2. 14. Rom. 


5.1. r John 3.16. 1 7John5.11, 12. { Rom: 


8.1. t Ephef®2.1. Fohn5.40. John 31 


36. ] | 
Q. What tis athirdencouragement ? 

A. That Jeſus Chriſt did never yet caſt 
out any ſinner that did come unto him, 
and hath aſſured us that he never will, 
John G6. 37. %; i 

Q. 1s there no other encouragement beſide 
theſe ? ED 

p Yes, this 1s another, and a great one; 
that Jeſus Chriſt 1s abundantly # able, and 
hath declared himſelf exceeding willing to 


ſave ſinners, yea, the greateſt. [ u Heb, 
7. 25. ] 


'B Q. Where- 
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Q: IWhereby doth the willingneſs of Chriſt 


to ſave ſinners ſo exceedingly appear ? 


A. It appearsas many ways as It is poſſi- 
ble to have a willingneſs to any thing dif: 
covered — In particular, 


I. Expreſſions, 
By = 2, Ajfeetions. 
3, Attions, 


Q. By what expreſſions of his doth his will 
tngueſs to ſave ſmners appear ? 

A. By bis x importunity in calling up- 
on us to believe in him for Salvation, and 
his y Complainings of us when we reſuſe | 
ſo to.do. [. x Cant. 5.2. Apoc. 3.20. 
y Mat. 23. 37. Joh. 5. 40. Eſa. 65. 2.] 

' Q. By what Aﬀettions of his doth Chriſt 
declare his willingneſs to fave Sinners ? 

A. By his ardent z longings to accom- 
Pliſh the work of aur Salvation ; by his 
a Joy when we accept of, it, and by his 
b Grief when we refuſe it. [z Luke 12. 50. 
a Luke 15.5, 9, 20,23. b Mar. 3. 5.] 

Q. By what Actions of Chriſt is bis willing- 
meſs to Fes Staners diſcovered ? 

A. By his willingneſs to come down c 
from Heaven, and making the Salvation 
of Sinners his d great buſineſs into the 

world, 
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world, and by his willingneſs e to ſuffer 
what their ſins deſerved when he was up- 
on the earth. [._ c Fohn 16. 28. Heb. 10. 7. 
d1Tim.1.15. Mat. 20.23. Luke 19. 10. 
Fohn 10. 10. eFfobn 10, 18. Phil.2.7, 

Q; You have given me a ſufficient account 
of the free tender of Jeſus Chriſt tn the Go- 
ſpelt to every ſort of Sinners, and of the en- 
couragement they have to come anto Chriſt - 
for Salvation —— I wonld now know of you, 
that ſince we are by nature in a ſtate of dam- 
ration, how comes it to paſs that there is this 
way ( of life and happineſs by. Chriſt ) yer left 
£5 £ | | | 

.A, We are indebted for it to the f-Eter- 
nal and free love and favour of God, who 
g ordained us to it before the World 
began. [. f Fob; 3. 16. 17Fohn 4.9, 10, 
g Epveſ. 1. 4,5. 1 Theſ. 5.9. ] 

Q. Are all Sinners ordained to life in and 
by Chriſt ? 
| A. No, ſome in juſtice are paſled by. 
[_ Rom. g. I 3, 22. Jude13.] 

Q., May not this diſcourage you as to be- 
lieving in Chriſt ? EE 

A.'\No ; it ought not to diſcourage mez 
for as much as God tendereth Chriſt to 
all, but doth not diſcover their particu- 
Iar reprobatlion to any. 

B 2 Q. Zat 
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Q. But how can it ſtand with God's juſtice 


to ſave you by Chriſt, ſince the waves of your 
ſin ts death ? 


A. Very well ; becauſe this wages was 


h wiilingly received by Chriſt, and fo 1ju- 
ſtice is fully {atisfied by him k our ſurety, 


although not by us ſinners who are the 
principals. [ h John 10.18. Eſa. 53. 5- 
1 Cor. 15.3. 1 Mat. 3. 17, k Heb. 7. 22.7] 

Q. Was Jeſus Chriſt then a man, that he 
was capable of ſuffering and dying ? 

A. Jeſus Chriſt was Man. [ Fehr 1. 14. 
Heb. 2. 14, 15, 17+] 

Q. Had he 16 ſms of his own, that he could 
be accepted to ſuffer for the ſms of others ? 

A, Jeſus Chriſt was free from all Sin, 
both / Original and zz Aftual. [1 Luk. 1,35. 
m Mat.3.15. Heb. 7.26. 1 Pet. 2.22. 

Q: Could the ſufferings of one man ( how 
ſimlefs and holy ſoever ) ſatisfie Gods juſtice 
for the ſms of ſo many? 

A. If Chriſt had been only Man, he 
conld not have done it, but Chriſt was alſo 
2 God as well as Man, which made his 
ſufferings 'of an o infinite value. { n Fob 
I. 1. Kom.9.5. o Af. 20.28. ] 

. Q: How ao the ſufferings of Chriſt be- 
0m yours F | 

4. By God's free and gracious impu- 
Lallon. 
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tation. [ 2 Cor, 5.21. Rom. 3.24, 25. ] 

Q. But ts there nothing required to Salua- 
tion, butt that ſin be ſuffered for ? : 

A. Yes ; an abſolute and a perfect 
p Righteouſneſs, waich is alſoin q Chriſt, 
and in r7 none elle, and It 1s in Chrilt for 
{ us, God gractovſily imparting it unto us. 
[ p 1 Cor. 6.9. Rom. 5. 17. q Mat. 3.15. 
Heb. 7.26. 1 Pet. 2.22. r Eccleſ. 7. 20. 
ſ1Cor.1.30. 2 Cor.5.21. Phil. 3,9.) 

Q. Car you believe in this Chriſt, and ſo 
partake of the benefits that come by him, up9n 
your own ſtrength ? 

A. No; t Faith is the pifr of God, 
[t Fam, 1,197, Eph. 2.8. Phil. 1.29.: Als 
18. 27. ] 

Q. Why then 1s the Gospel Preached, and. 
why are ſinners by it called upon to believe ? 

A. Becauſe the fame Goſpel which 
God appoints to call upon finners to be- 
lieve, is God's ordinary « Inſtrument to 
work faith in them. [_ u Rom. 10, 17. Fob. 

36; 1 | | 
Q What place bath Faith in the buſineſs of 
your Salvation, and in what ſenſe is it ſaid to 
uſtifie ? | 

A, Faith is only an Inſtrament of God's 


forming in us, and is ſaid to juſtifie us on- 


ly inarelative ſenſe, as it aPprehends 
| \'B 3  Chritt, 
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Chriſt, ard no otherwiſe, — Gur life and 
happineſs being in the objec, not in the 
3, in Chriſt, nor in believing. 

Q. Do you think, you do well to lay the whole 
work of your Salvation thus upon the Free 
Grace of God in Chriſt ? 

A. 1know I do well, becauſe the Goſpel 
lays it x all there ; and whoſoever doth 
not ſeek Salvation in this y way, ſhall ne- 
ver find 1 ap x As 4.12, 1 C0r.3-1I1. 

y John 14. 

Q. Wh if, a wicked man give over his fin- 
ful courſes, ( astobe drunkno more, ſwear no 
more, &c..) will not this ſavehim ? 

A. No, it will not; for were it poſli- 
ble for-a man to ſin but once, and ever af- 


terward to live as innocently 2s Adam be- 


fore his fall, yet would not this ſave him. 

Q. W bat 15 your reaſon for this ? 

A. My realon is, becauſe that one fin 
deſerves z Hell, and ſhall not be remitted 
without 4 fatisfattion. L Z Rom. 6. 2 3+ 
Gal. 3.10. a Exod. 34. 7. ] 

Q. But if a ſinner forſake, his ſins, hn 
mithall heartily repent him of them, 1s it nos 
enough to ſave him ? 

A. It A not ; for 2 man not brought to 
Chriſt, et under the b firſt Covenant, 
C that of orKs) where all the repen- 
| cance 
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tance in the world goes for nothing. 
[ b Gal. 4. 24. '] 

. How do you prove that Repentance under 
the firſt Covenant, and conſequently that the 
Repentance of a Man out of Chriſt, goes for 
mothing ? 

A. Becauſe true and acceptable repen- 
tance is a Grace of the c Goſpel: The 
Law gives no grace torepent, it makes no 
promiſe to repentance x yea, it gives not 
the leaſt ſpace to repent, the d Tenor of 
it is, Sin and dye. [ c AﬀsF. 31. Execk. 
36. 26. Zath. 12.10. d Gen. 2,17, Fude 
—"N / 

Q. Suppoſe then that men cannot come up 
as bigh as to believe, 151t all one, whether they 
be Drunkaras or Sober, Covetous or Liberal, 
Qc? * | 

A. As to their Eternal Condition it is 
all one, for to come ſhort of Chriſt is to 
come ſhort of e Salvation -; yet have we 
ground to f believe, that the greateſt ſin- 
ners ſhall have in Hell the greateſt tor- 
ments. [_e Afts 4. 12. f Mat. 11. 22, 24. 
& Mat. 23. 14 

Q. But what if a man do not only leave hts 
ſins, but doth alſo ſet himſelf to perform good 
duties, ſhall not ſuch a one be [a ved withous 
believing ? Bets 


B 4 A. No; 
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A. No; becauſe no performance of an 
unbeliever can be g good ; the Tree muſt 
be good, or elſe the þ Fruit cannor,, and 
no man is a good Tree, but he that is in- 
grafted into z Chriſt, who is our & Life ; 
and all works that do not flow from this 
Life are dead works. Moreover, if the 
works of ſuch men were good, yet they do 
not make amends for former 1ins, which 
put them under the} curſe. [_ g Tir. 1. 15. 
h Mat, 7.18. Mat. 12.33. ' 11/a.61.3. 
John 15. 2,4. k Col. 3.4. 1 Johns. 12. 
I Gal. 3. 10. 

Q. May we not then endeavour aftcr Life 
and happineſs ' by our own performances ? 

A. By no means ; For as we ſhall ne- 
ver attain unto it in this wrong m way, 
ſo it ſeems torender us more uncapable 
of attaining it in the right way ( which is 
2 Chriſt ) than other o ſinners. | m Rom. 
3. 20. Rom. $8: 3,4. N Rom. 8, 3, 4. John 
14.6. © Rom, 9:30, 31, 32. Rom. 10. 3. 
Alat.21.31.] 

Q: Well, the works of natural men being 
excluded from being cauſes of Salvation, 
what. ſay you to the. Duties and good Works 
of the Saints? Do you exclude them. al- 
lo? 

A. Yes, I exclude the beſt duties of the 
Salnts 
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Saints themſelves, who muſt firſt be ſaved, 
before they can do any p good duty. —— 
Neither are the performances of the Saints 
q perfeCtly good,nor 7 properly their own, 
nor / beneficial to God, nor proportiona- 


| bleto that x exceeding great reward which 


they ſhall receive. [p Mat.7.18. th 2,10. 
q Eccleſ. 7.20. James 3.2. r John 15. 5+ 


2 Cor. 3. 5. 1ob 35.7. Job 22.3. Pal... 


16. 2. Rom.11.35. t Gen. 15. 1.] 
Q, Why then are belitvers ſo often OY 
unto duties ? 


A, Not that by them they might in 


part, or in whole, procure their Salvati- 
on, there being many cauſes of the duties 


of the Saints, though this be none. 


Q, Canyou give me adistintt account what 


thoſe cauſes are ? 


A. They may (I ſuppoſe) be conſi- 


dered under a Threefold relation, 


. God, 
Viz. To 4 2. Our Neighbours. 
3. Our ſelves, 


Q. IWWhy are the Saints toperform good Du- 


ties in relation to God? 
A, 1 hey are to perform them, ' 


T hat 
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1. Gods glory may be adyanced. Gr 
2. His * Will obeyed. 
3. His x Free Grace honoured. abt 


That 


( Mat.5.16.FJoh.15.8. Phil.1.11. 
* 1 Theſ. 4.3. X Titus 2.11. ] th 
Q. Why ought the Saints to perform good | in 
Durzes tn relation to their Neighbours ? by 
C 1. Be profitable by their yex- I 
ample. [ y Ti.2.7.] bi 
AX 2. Gain upon thoſe that be | * 
A. That ! z without. [ z 1 Pet. 3.1. ] 5 
they may S 3. Avoid a ſcandal. [_ a Rom, L 

So-I&o: | | 


4. Stop the b Adaerſaries | 
L mouths. [b 1 Per.2.15. & 3.16, * | 


Q: Why :n relation to our ſelves ? 


1. Defile c Gods Tem- E 
(f 1. That we ple. [c 1 Cor.6.19. ] | 
'| may not n Grieve 4 Gods Spi- 
| rit. ['d Eph. 4. 30. ] 
4 4 _ CT 1, Walk ase Saints ought, | 
Wks [e Rom.$.1. Ifohn 2. 6. ] / 


2, Anſwer the end of our 
2. I hat; 0 ' fEleCtion.[fEph.1.4-&2.10 
'Lwe may | 3- Have ſome evidence of 
our Faith, g belides what 
ſhines from its own light. 


(Ti g Fames 2.26. ] | 
Ny 
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Q.' If Salvation be thus built upon the free 


Grace of Godin Chriſt, will no: men turn lt- 
centious, ana wallow tn ſin, that Grace may 


abound ? 


A. As no men ought h to do it, ſo'they 
that are indeed gracious z cannot. Chriſt 


1n us being not only k the Hope of Glory, 


but the Fountain alſo of { Grace and Ho-.. 
lineſs; not only dying for us ag a Prieſt, 
but alſoliving in us; and ruling over us as 
a King. { hRow., 6.1. 1Rom. 6. 2. 2 Cor, 
5-17. TH4S 2. 11, 12. KCl. 1. 27.1 1 Cor. 
I. 30. 

Q. But what if men pretend to believe, and 
yet walk-in the ſame ſinful courſes that 
other wicked men do, what 1s to be thought of 
ſuch ? | 

A. We have no warrant to think of them 


otherwiſe than as meer pretenders to 


faith in Chriſt z, for the Goſpel doth not_ 
only aſſure,us that our Salvation is » of” 
Faith,that it might be by Grace, but it aſ- 
ſures us alſo, . that it is of ao working and 
lively Faith, that we cannot diſcover our 
ſelves to be graceleſs. © m 1 John 2. 6. 


-N Rom. 4.16. O 7ames 2.14) 17, 20, 244 


26. ] 
Q. 1 ſee you are competently acquainted 
with the Myſtery of Salvation by Free-grace 
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in Chriſt, tell me now what ts the duty of ſuch 
per ſons who are brought into a condition of 


7 Life and Happineſs byit f 


A. It is their duty to obey from p the 
heart, whatever q ſhall appear ro be the 
mind and will of God. ['p Roms. 17. 
q Matth.6. 10. ] 

Q. Is' # the mind of God that the Saints 
ſhoulds;do any duties at all ? Doth not their 
conditzon of Grace in Chriſt ſet them above 
and beyond duties ? 

A: The Saints Triumphant are. not a- 
bove r Duties, much-leſs arethe higheſt of 
them that'are yet Militant here below. 
Cr Matth, 6.10, ] | 

 Q. How do you make this good ? . 

A. From the: holy Scriptures, where 
we find that the end of our / EleCtion, : 
Redemption, « Vocation, and of * Gads 
Free-Grace, in all the expreſſjons of it to- 
wards us, is Duty and Service, as well as 


enjoyment, and that the Saints » are preſ- 


ſed to it. [1 Eph. 1. 4-& 2. 10. t& Luke 1. 
74, 75. UGal. 5. 13, 14. * 1 Theſ, 4.7. 
318.3 11,12..1 Pet. 2:9. ] 

Q. What (hould be the Saints preat motive 
to ſer them upon the Duties which God hath 
commanaed them ? 

A. The Incomprehenſible x Love and 
y Free- 
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y Free-grace of God in making them 
Saints, it being the wzy of the Goſpel 
to fetch perſwaſions from z Mercy to Da- 
ty. [x Ep#.2.4. John 3.16. Apoc. 1. 
5, 6. 2 Cor. 5.14, y Eph 2.8. Rom. 3.2.4. 
7, Rom. 12. 1,2, Eph.5.8. 1 The. s, 4, 
5, 6. RC. Eph. 4. 17, 20, 21, 22, 23. 
1 Cor. 6. 20. 2 Cor, 6,18. & 7.1], 
f Q. What rule muſt the Saints 'walk-by in 
. their obeatence? I 

- A, "By.thc Ten Commandments, or the 
Moral Law of God; as it appears a'to ve 
the mind, and is in b the hand of Jeſus 
Chrilt. | a at. 5. 19. b £5. 

'Q: How-ao you prove that the Moral Law 
of God.onobt to be a rule of life to believers 
under the Goſpel ? | 

A. I prove- it by the Dodtrine of the 
Goſpel it ſelf,, where the Law is not'c ab- 
rogated, ( asa Rule) but aconfirmed by 
Chriſt and e his Apoitles, who do f com» 

mand the ſame duties, and forbid g the. 
{ame fins which the Law doth, and the 
C2: el doth preſs vs to alpire after con- 
101::,ity to the Liw, both in þ our affecti- 
©''5, and 7 ations, aid declares the breach 
of it to be k& fin. {| c Mar. 5. 17, 18. 
d Mat. 5.19.e Rom. 3.31.t Eph.6. 1, Rovz. 
13. 9, 10, £ Rom. 13. 0. I1 Fhef.. 4. 3: 
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h Rom. 7.22,25. 1Pſal.119.445, 6. k Rom; 


+ 15+ 1 For? 3. 4. ] 

Q. What ought to be a believers utmoſt 
end in all his duties and performances ? 

A. The Glory of / God, [. 1 Prov. 16. 
4. 1 Cor. 10.31. 1 Pet. 4. "10,11. 

Q. You ſatd before ( as I remember ) that 
the Goſpel is Gods ordinary means to work faith, 
and'to bring Chriſt and the ſoul together ;, but 


- when, men are once in Chriſt, arc they not a- 


bove the uſe of this,*and of all other Ordinan- 
ces ? 

A. No: For as God is pleaſed to make 
uſe of Ordinances to m convert Sinners, 
ſo is he pleaſed. by the ſame means to # 
build up S4ints, both, to their o Comforts, 
and p Daties ; towhith purpoſe his Ordi- 
nances ſhall contiave 1n his Charch q to the 
end of the world. [| m Rom. 10. 17. 1 Cor. 


1, 21. .n Epheſ. 4. 11, 12.  Atts 20. 32. 
O Rom. 15.4. P2 1im. 3.16, qEp1.4-13.. 


Mat. 28. 20, ] 

Q. What Ordinance 1s a believer eſpceially 
to wait upon God in, for bis building up 
and confirmation in Faith, and other Gra» 
Ces 8 | 

A. A believer is to wait upon Gad in 
y Hearing, and /Reading his holy Word, 
in e Private, and «4 Publique Prayer, in 
| ne 
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the uſe of thoſe Sacraments which are of 
* Chriſts inſtitution ; and in x Holy con- 
ference with ſuch as are Godly wife. 
Cr1 Theſſ.5.29, { Fohn5.39. t Matt. 6.6. 
u Atts 16.13, Acts 1.4. * Mark, 16. 16. 
Luke 22.19, 20» X Luk? 24. 14,15. Mal. 
3. 16.) , "a 
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